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in the box

Art exhibit based at Burning Man Project shows personality of event

By IARYN BONFIGLIO
Get Dun

af San Diego is & grant writer, Bud

at the Burning Man Projecl, he
lesirbes. Bike m meodlern primitive — seated
croms-legped ke an idol m @ 4-foot-

sies] box, his chest marhed by a

hand print and his body painted the
sarme ehiadk white of the dusty Nevada
desert behind him.

Hes imsage was capiured on fiim by
two Arizona men, landscape archilec
Bl Tonnesen and photographer John
Fomero, Brooks” portradt, and otlwrs
like it. are part of the exhibil "Box
People at Burning Man®™ curmenily on
display at Chiarsscurs Gallery in
Scottsdnle

I n his day-to-day Ife, Nigel Brooks

ﬂrmmgmup of phatographs are
in the gallery’s sunken belly.
u:mﬁh&mm three large
poeirnits hang side by side. Smalier

GenDwt B4 way 20, 2004

‘Box People at Burning Man'

Wihene: Chisoscuro Gallery, 7150 E.
hpin 54, Secotisdale

When: Through June 25

Hew much: Frea

Indo: (450) £28-0711 or

viww, chisrcacurcgalleny oom

photos. 12-by-12 inches square. fank
the two side walls.

The sepia-toned prints domament a
handful of the 30,000 people that
attended the 2003 Burning Man project
— an anmal. week-lang event without
rules or dress code. where the anly
ihing for sale is colfee, ice and the 5250
acdmission ticket,

Soe BURNIND. Page 35 &
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“What's pnusual about! Burndng
Man ™ Tonpesen says, “is the back of

fior coming or advising (peoplel to go hepe
or do this or do that. The main event of
the enittre week b5 the Buming jof a
T0-foot tall eigy}. It's e there's a
erittcal mass rally that just happens,
where (housands of topless women. ride
bicycles in a giant cincle anound the
Pl (dry lake bed the event s beld
ok

Romero 5 a Buming Man veferan —
he's been to the event three times. Bul
Tonoesen hadn't heard aboul @ umis
Fomero menthomeed be was. golng again.
Tonnesen. who was looking for a new an.
peoect, realized he'd Souand a perdect
opporiunity. Daring Tonoesen's
previoais exhildt 2t Chissescure, he
displayed 4-fool steel frames. Alter the
show, he had the idea to exiend the

frames in%o a cushe, pul people inside
and collaborabe with a pholograpber to
record ithe imagtes as. performance.
toxstallation phoces.

"1 thought it would be a perfect
opportonity to Gnd interestigf peopis to
pul mside ithe stes] o, he says.

"W pushed ihe box about a mile
ontn the playa near what's called Main
Camp,” Tormesen says, “amd watched
people walk by,” The pair signaled o
carh other with 1beir hands when they
passers-hy in ciimb inside the cabe.
as-i5, and snapped thelr plciuere with a
mesctiuen format Hasselblad camesa.

Their images chronicle a diznying
vagiety of people and costumes: A velled
worsan shmogded in black: one man,
serene as a Buddha, wearing only
Jewelny and shoes; a mechanical

from West Jondan, Uiah,
dressed as e Tin Man fooem the Wizard
of Oz, Then thenss the Image Tonnesen
and Roenero consider their best:
Varessa Bomet, kneeling in a white
idress made out of plastic sporks, a
white tank-top and a bat trimened with -

The Arts

white mice.

But “Box People 21 Burning Man®
tsa't omly aboud people 0 crasy
costizmes, The exhibit worles becawse of
I¥'s homesty. The photographs are stmple
and stark. showing a different side of
these everyday men and wonsen. who
escaped 1o a temporary desert
commumity unfetbered by
comnmerciabism,

“We wene looking for people wiho were
Tiving the life as opposed to store-bought
idress up,” Toomesen saps. "Essentially
we were looking for the gemuine article
and hope that our photographs reflect
that creative diversity.”

Tonnesen and Romero plan {0 altend
Burning Man 2004 at the end of August
to docurment a new set of faces.

*| already have my tickoets. ['m hopirg
o coniiwe this, We're trying to find a
sponsor o help gef us there again and a
publisher to do a book,” Toomesen says.

But will they being the box? Or Loy
something oew?

*0Oh, mo, oo, no.” Tonoesen says.
*Diefingtely the boex. The box is a
pemeznent theme.”

Burning Man milestones |

1886: Baker Beach, San Francisco — |
In hanor of the Sumeer Sokficn, Laay
Hasvey and Jemy Jamss constrict an I
B-foot t=8 wooden figurs and bum iL
18ET: Figuea grows to 20 Seal.

1983 Polo: ry 1o stop e Solstice
oeremony while local TV Epe e
eflors.

1590 Pofice ban event A compromiess

is reached The figune is erecied, bul
not usmed. Parficipants relocaie Sgune
o Black Rock Desert o Labor Day for
‘the .,

poousioUs safiement {alinough a
lempomany 0} in Mavada's Parshing

2001 Figune grows o 70 fest. Gale:
stafl ras problem with courtardes
Bickets, bt caiches 99 peroent of fam.
20k Atendance gows o lamest T
ever: 30586 parficpants with 504
Fame camps.
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Rare advice: Think inside the box

By Ermeesl Mclngyee
Speecinl bor B Bepuiblc

“Thmk msids The box ™

[ shook my hesd mwd askhed
ncal s Bl Toenesen 10 re-
pesl what be had jost saidl
Serely be meurd (o sy, “Think
ol Chee bom ™ Thas! s D
coesvenlianal wisdam you'd ex-
pect o 4 comeEmpornry a7t-
it Bot then, few poople would
mse the word “corventiossl”
when referring bo Tonresen.

Tnesen mcked the lecal
arts workd Dwe years ago by
wrHIEEE B oo That deckamed he
was going 0o sitempy o be-
o b rach ed [ameos artis
n oo yeer, 1o was brach m-
vele, ol cleariy an example
of Thekeyg oulside e box
Mow b was Eelling mee b thimk
s Che Do

Torzesen resched for a

stack of pholographe. It only |

ook oo Joslk o soe thal he was
AETEETIEE mY quesian wih
iz mrwork. Lad oot on B
malle Black dezk in his of fce
was & serees of phobegraphs of
mosel mRired amd ursvitzred
people UG nside an open-
endad melal hax

=“T'd heell hiis iden of photo-
graphing poopde sitnDg i o
ruhe for romes Hme, bufl it was
Bust oo sdea”

He said the idea haal smol-

dered in B mind wniE down-
e Phoemix  pheoszapber |
Fotn Hemesp msenbioned his |
plans o po b Nevmdas Burn- |
mg Man fessmal
Barrang Man declanes @seld |
o b an sitempt o create a
(EEpcrary oSmEidy & the
middle of powheTe with viriu-
By o0 rakes ol dhress, sinadress,
poiions or aciions. Whal you
cant do is sef] anything st the |
festival, Jrive a modioe yekcke |
mside The preuds: or ke phe-
mgraphs

Toeesen pmdd Bomero's |

ARTS IN PHOENIX

ool lave been de
rﬂnﬁ.l:ﬂﬂ]r:r:mhdiwﬂ
El'tg]'.][!d..mh
photgraph  willng partici-
panis mside a -(ool-sgoare
metal cobe on a nolling stand.

“Jobn aed 1 invied fellow
‘Barners’ to climb mside the
oabe and have thedr phoio k-
ey~ Tohaneser explained]. The
two artists shot for six boos &
day Forr four dags He handed

:umullmblnmidﬂmst
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THINKING INSIDE

HE BOX

BY AHMBA EDESON

v and porccplems --both good el bede—iend
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‘Box People’ a Burning Man experience

By Richard Kisen
] rimasnilart orarepubic oom

Spindly BUl Tennesen is & tall as a
badkethall player andl i Enbenss Bs &
third-grada boy wha has dissoyvensl
dinosaurs

What Thnnesen has discovered is
ATT

By profession, he by & landscape ar
chitect, bt & how yeara ago, Teanesen
made 8 decision 1o become a gallery
artist. He set himsell a goal of gefting
& aberw within o yess, and he Bocos-
plEshed |2

*I'm serious about H,.” Bs dais
=Some people may say T fafatics]
about "

New, the Phoenix man has aronher
show of recent work made at the
Burning Man celetration held n MNe-
vada last sumaner

Tonnesen and Valley photographer
Jobn Romero went to Buméng Man
wiih o f-foof stes]l cube on & wheeled
pedestnl and set it out on the hot Ne-
vadn desery and asked femttvnl parde-
pants 1o 41 inglde and be pholo-
graphed.

Burning Man is a pearly event beld
= the Black Rock Desert 120 miles
portheast of Resd for the week bafars
Labor Day. Abouil 30,000 pechls
showed ap in 2003,

“The sheer yvohime of poople and
the size of the Burning Mnan is some-
thing T had not seen before.

“Thesw |5 pething lor sale and nogh-
=g to By ibere,” Toinessn ehye, “Ev-

erything are used to seeing, Hiox
T-I‘ﬂlry. Ickinachs, food, it's not

What is thers are thousasds of peo-
ple, i costumes or aaked, making art
and msking soise. A ot of mimic.

“(Ime thing that catches your atten-
tion i the Critical Mass Rally, which

I visual arts ]

Is really n topless blcycle procession,”™
(T LT annds of women rids
hieyvebes around 1be perimeter of the
phirya toploss. It's fust cracy: T8 ol
social; there's granmies and crods-
dressing guys. & wide mix®

Toonesen wese't exactly in his ele-
i =il

“Al first | was onsure,” he saya =T
felt odd about malkdng people to climb
|nde ihle bas, . Inbiislly, it did nog
wark well, because we allrwved |
1o ftake Chedr cwen poses. We had
standing oo their heads, womsen adk-
ing I we wamled something ey [
was getting rritmbed =

Themesen dld ned want to have ot
& bunch af goaly plcteres bt 1o ore-
oo & body of work:

=] think thess images should all Be
strict and bed. 1 wns: thinbdng
more of Richard Avedon, when he pi
& while sheet bebiind somesome. That
cantipuity pats i inis the realm of art
far me. I choreograghed every shat,
'Squl.r:;.lcr yourr shoulders, get fo-
cumed serioua.' This is a relation-
ship of one image 1o anocher, It's not
ahpul camnping B up.”

There afe M Images ot Chlarcdctiio
Gallery in Scottsdale, frmm the 70
they mads. 5!1.:]!;] e hrJ:r'F' at 34
mches L masges bS
D Rt Dibert e 2 fort apare
and 12 {nches square,

Tha Festival fade &5 =0 presiies of
Tonoesen,

*I"m gol=g back,” be says. “1 intend
0 Fake 1 an annual pllgrimage.”

PETARLS: “Bec People &l Burming Man™
reoigh Jurs 2% 5l CHEaiune TIED Mein
5. Soobisdale. (8807 £75-0TLL

wrm chisrnscurogaliery com
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